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"One day he said to me: 'Franz, we have no money,' and
gave me a guilder, bidding me to go to the apothecary, get
a pound of mercury and bring it to him, I did this, and he
shook the mercury into a crucible, which he set upon four
bricks, bidding me lay burning coals round about it and heap
coals and coal dust upon them. After a long time he said:
'Our volatile slave may fly away from us, we must see what it
is doing.' It was already smoking and flying away. He said,
'See, take hold of the mass with the pincers and cover the
crucible. Put the fire out and let it stand.' Then after half
an hour he said: 'We must now see what God has given us.
Take off the lid.' This I did; but the fire was quite out and
in the crucible all was solid. I said, It looks yellow like gold.'
'Yes/ he said, 'it will be gold.' I lifted it off, opened the
crucible, which was now cold, and took out the lump. It was
gold. Then he said: 'Take it and carry it to the goldsmith.'
This I did; the goldsmith weighed it. It came to an ounce
less than a pound. Then he fetched money in a flat purse."
Speaking of the substance Paracelsus used in the transforma-
tion, Franz says:
"There was a roll about the size of a big hazelnut, done up
with red sealing wax, but what was inside I did not dare,
being a young man, to ask my master. But I think that had I
asked him he would have told me, for he always showed me
liking."8
In another case, the metal was not mercury but common
lead, and the victim was the mintmaster of the Duke of
Wiirttemberg. Is it possible that Paracelsus was a forger? Or
did he believe that lead or mercury really changed into gold?
Were goldsmiths and mintmasters so ignorant of their trade as
to buy mercury or lead for gold, or is the whole story a legend?